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"SPEECH 


Numb. "5 


MADEBYA 
Member of the Convention of the States 


SCOTLAND: 


E are now called together by his High- 
neſs the Prince of Orange, to Conſulr 
and Deliberate , what Methods will be 


mo{t proper, to ſecure Our Relzg1on, 
Liaws and Liberties, in order to which, 
the firft thing thar will fall under our Confideration, 
is the (etling the Sovereign Power. 

I rake for granted, that you are fully convinced, 
that King Fames the 7th, by. his many Violations of 
the Fundamental Laws, by his endeavouring to.eſta- 
bliſh a Deſporich and Arbitrary Power , and intro- 
duce Popery, (tho he himſelf had confirmed all the 
Laws that were enacted in Favour of the Proteſtant 
Religion,) has thereby ſubverred the Conſtitution, 
and (that our Miſeries might have no Redre(s from 


*him) has lefe us in a time, when we needed his Pro- 
rection moſt. The Eyes of all Europe are upon us, 


and ir is in our Power to make our Se/ves, and our 
Poſterity , either Happy or Miſerable , by making a 
choice either to'call back rhe ſame,King James, and 
hazard once more all that Men account Dear, to his 
Mercy ; or to ſettle the Government on ſome orher, 
under whom we may live Quier and Peaceable Lives, 
without the perperual Terror of being ſwallowed up 
by Po 
good Men hoped were now baniſhed , and yer be- 
hold a -new' Of-/pring is ſprung up, which plead 


. Eagerly for both, tho under the- miſtaken Names of 
Duty and Allegiance: Ir's firange that any Man can - 


ſo far Depenerate, as to prefer -$/avery ro Liberty, 


and that they ſhould be ſo much in Love with Chains, 
that when they were fairly ſhaken off, they ſhould. 
run furiouſly to be Fetrered again; as if rhe Oceo-. 
man and French Government wete (o charming in, 


our Country , that we cannor-live wirhour ir, tho 


we have (o lately groaned under the diſma] Bur-, 
den of it: And ir might have beea ſuppoſed rhar, 
even theſe, who had been Inſtrumental in Enflaving . 
_ their Felow Brethren, and 'were 


Sucking rhe Navrons Blood, - would - 


ther Method to Reconcile themſelves, chan by-per- s ] 
ſaading us to. purchaſe cbeir Safety, at ſo valtan Ex-- 


pence as the Ruin of more than; three Parrs 'of the - | | 
> '."" force himſelf xo comply with a thouſand Maſter, and 


Nation will neceſſarily amount to. Sb: 

If we do bur a little Refle&t on rhe Motives which 
theſe Men (blinded by Self-inrereft) make uſe of, to 
Delude the Nation into a Security that wanred very 
lirtle of proving Fatal to it, and compare them with 
the ftrong Reaſons, -we have to diſlwade us from 


Weing. impoſed on, they will be found ſo Weak. 
* and Þnpertnent, thar we muſt Judg'ir nexr to Inbpoſ- 


lies , to ſuffer. our ſelves 'to be eiice Deceived. 
u 


r if the Experience of our former Miſeries,, fo - 


lately hanging over our heads, (the very thoughes 


y and Arbitrary Government , which. all . 


own Far, with: 


. Power being joined -, would quickly blow o 


of renewing which, make all good Men to rrem- 
ble) has not made us Jſer, and be nor of Efficacy 
enough, to derer us from venturing another Ship-, 
wrack , and expoſing all again ro the D»ſcretzon of 
Roman Catholicks : It's more than probable that 
GOD has abandoned us, and given us up to be- 
lieve ſtrong Deluſions. 

Firſt, They will endeavour to perſwade us, that 
Kings are Eximed from Pun:ſhments here on Earth, 
and nothing they do, can be Quarrelled by their 
Subjects, which indeed might with ſome Reaſon be 
urged among the Turks, who relerve nothing from 
the Power of their Sultans, and where ir's Dearh to 
Diſpute his Commands, tho never ſo Arbitrary and 
Tyrrannical : Bur with what Impudence can. ſuch 
Stuff be impoſed on us, who never admit our Kings 
ro the Government , till they Swear ro Rule us ac- 
cording ro Law, and no otherways ? The” Cats 
are the only Security we have fpr our Lives and Pro- 
perties, which if our Severezzn Tubverr , SubjeRts 
cannot be hlamed , for making.uſe of the ordivary 
means tro preſerve them, .and Ence that cannot be? 
done without withdrawing Obedience from ſuch 4 
Magiſtrate as goes about ro deftroy rhtm , fuch arr 
Act cannor properly be ſaid ro punith him, (becauſe 
we take-.nothing from hin ro which he has a juft- 
Claim, bur do, only ſhun the occafion of makihg our 
ſelves miterable.. The Speculative Doftrine of PIf-" 
five Ob:dtence, has done roo much miſchief amon 
us, and what. has befallen rhe Kz»g may be juſty im- 
wg the believing rhac. witiour Oppofi- 
tion he might do what he pleaſed , encouraged him. 
ro take; (yeh meaſures as have drawn all theſe mif- 
fortunes. on, him, ,- | ; ED 

. Secondly,” Others are. ſo Fond as to believe, rhar 
we may be Secure in calling the King back, provi- 
ded they fo, Lignir bim','thar if, will nor be in hig 
II Theſe .men do nor confider'; 
how ſmall a *Complemenr. this is co a brat of che 
| r, Go Pratict, is be was 

_himlelf, ro content hindſelf with rhe 
,a King - and” Py Jiſoyportahle the / 


e muft 


pie w 6; 
bare Title, ofa / 
Change ppuſt be, it from being Maſter of al, 
ſee his Throne: become his Priſon. But how airy is 
it to fahicy, that any Reſtrictions of our Contrivance 
can bind rhe King ? For 1, Ir's moſt cerrain they 
can never be Vo!untary, and what is conſtrained and 
done by Force, is by Law declared ro. be Voic& 
and Null; ro whole Afiftance the Popes Diſpenſing 

rheſe 
Sampſon Cords, and the Royal-Power would again re- 
vive with all irs Vigour and Luſtre. 


5 Thirdls, 


A 


: Thirdiy, The King is of a Religion that has in a 
f-mous Council decreed, Thar nÞ Faith is ro be kept 
with H:reticks, much leſs with Subjects whom he 
looks upon as ſo many Rebels, and will not miſs ro 
treat them as ſuch, whenever they give him the Op- 
portunity of doing it 3 for his greaggſt Admirers do 
not run to that heighr of Idolatry, rpimagine him (o 
much 4ngel, 25.not to take vl hods to revenge 
fo great av Afﬀront, and ſecure himſelf. at our Coft 
from ſuch a Treatment for the future ; the appre- 
henfions of which reſentment will ftrike ſuch terror 
in mens minds, that nothing will be capable ro di- 
vert them from offering up All for an Aronementr, 
and Popery and Slavery will be thought a good Bar- 
gain, if they can bur ſave their Lives. Then we may 
lament our Miſeries,but it will noz be in our power to 
help them ; for a Prince of Orange is not always 
ready to reicue us, With ſuch vaſt Expence and fo 
great hazard to his Perſon 4 and if our Madneſs 
hurry us ſo far, we deferve rather his pity than his 
reſentment. 

Forrthiy, What Arguments has the King given 
fince he left us, to perſuade us he will be more fairh- 
ful in obſerving his Words and Oaths, than hirherro 
he has been ? Does he not in a Letxer larely printed 


here, expreſly ſay he has ruled fo, as to give no oc- 


caſion of complaint to any of his Subjects ? Is nor 
the ſame Lerter ſigned by one who ſacrificed both 
Conſcience and Honour to Intereſt, whoſe pernicious 
and head{trong Counſels has poſted him ro his Ru- 
ine, tho” all that has been done cannor ' make Him 
ſenfib'e of ir ? Sure the reducing Heret:cks ro the See 
of Kome is nor leſs Meritorious than before, ror King 
James the Seventh, by breathing the French Arr, 
becume leſs Bigot; It were a Dream to fancy ir. 
For (> !Ong as the Vatican thunders Excommunica- 
ti2ns «yaint} all ſuch as do nor uſe their urmoſt en- 
dearoprs to extirpate Hereſie, a Roman Catholick 
nuſt hare no Religion at all, if they be nor terri- 
Lie ro:him. px 
The. fourcb Argument 'they made uſe of to per- 
ſuade.ſuch as are and ſhall be choſen Members of 
the Convention, Thar 1t's their Intereſt ro call back 
the King, is, That the Peace and Happinefs of the 
Nation cannot be otherwife ſecured, nor Factions 
or Divifions extinguiſhed. Bur what Factions do 
you obſerve, bur fuch as.they themſelves do foment, 
on purpoſe to difturb our Harmony ? all which 
would immediately die, if the Government were 
pace ſerled on thoſe who deſerved ir beft : 'for then, 
if ele Fops contiriyed” Ritl fond of - Papery and 'Ty- 
ray, they would'be chaſtiſed, as Difturbers of the 
Publick Peace. The Argutment "may very-juſtly be 
rexorted, z for if the King return, we will burſt our 
intq a. flame ; and England, which has*already de- 
clared;. will quickly, be on our Top, aw Enemy too 
Potent and roo Numerous for us, tho* we''were all 
united ; befides rhe Danger to which (lic 4 Proce- 
dure. will.expoſe us, we cut off all hopeg'of 'an Udi- 
on with that Nation, and thereby deprive our ſelves 
of an unſpeakable Advantage, Which would redound 
ro all ſorts of People, and would be'the 6nly means 
ro ſupport an impoveriftyd and finking; Nation. Nei- 
cher is ghis the only Inconyeniengy, tl "ir be avery 
rear One; for if we ſtare our. _— oppoſition 
to England, by Reſtoring the Kzng whom they Re- 
Je&ed, it is not to. be doubted bur he will uſe his ur- 
moſt endeavour to recover that 'Kingdom;'the' loſs 
of, which is ſo conſiderable. Now, ſeeing'it were 


.to our Boſom ; and 


Tain to ſuppoſe that the Sets alone were able to (e- 
cond his delires, he mu't needs have recourſe to the 
Frenth and Ir:ſþ, whoſe Religion will procure a 
more igtire Confidence than His Majeſty can repole 
in any others. Theſe there fore muſt be received jn- 
tcauſe Scorland is the mott 
proper place for Invading Fnpland, it muſt be the 
Scene of all the Blood and Contuſion thar this me- 
lanchoily thought gives ns a Proſpect of And whar 
rreatrnent can ſuch Sham- Pro:eſrants expect from 
theſe, who otherwiſe would have become their 
Friends and Allies ? And what Fignre will they pre- 
rend to make, when they (er up for a ſeparate, In- 
tereſt from ail the Confederate ' Proteſtants in the 
World beſides ? 

The happy Succeſs the PRINCE His Enterprize 
has mer with, has made a conſiderable alteration in 
the Afﬀairs of Europe ; for that grear Enemy of.the 
Proteſtarrs, and even of Chriſtianity it feif, who had 
propos'd nothing leſs ro himſelf than an Univerſal 
95.999: b, whom the Stricteſt Leagues and Contrgts 
cannot bind, bur withour regard to GOD or Man, 
threatens all his Ne:zhbours with utter Deſtruction ; 
by the Scene's being changed among us, is fo far hum- 
bled, thar from a Proud and Inſulting Enemy, he is. 
become a Supplicant for Peace ; well fareſezing,that 
if Bretarn join with rhoſe other Princes, whom his 
Inſolence, Cruelty, and Avarice, bas fo juſtly Armed 
againſt him , his Ruine is Jnevrtable : $* rhar if we 
have nor Sou! enough ro enjoy tins great Bleſſing, and 
can eaſyy part with the Glory of being once more the 
Arviters of Europe, let us at leaſt have have ſo much 
Chriſtian Love and Charity for the Neighbon-ing Na- 
tions of our own Perſwaſion, as not to expoſe them 
ro a neceſſary Participation of theſe Plagues, which 
our Common Enemzes are preparing for us, and which 
will certainly Termnare in all our Deftructions. 

Laſtly, | befeech you to conſider what Perſons 
they are who wouid Inſt:{ this Poyſon in you, and 
you will find them of three kinds. Firſt, thoſe who 
Poſe ponimg the Common Good of the Nation.are wholly 
a by Self-Intereſt, conſidering that in a Govern- 
ment where Juſe:ce and Mercy equally Flouriſh, Vir- 
tue and Merit, not Villany, will be rewarded. - Se- 


condly, They who are ignorant of *the Nature of 


Government: and were never at the pains to in-! 
form themſelves whar Meaſures the Law of Nature' 
and Nations have fer ro mens Obedience, bur are: 
angry at every thing that thwarts their wild No- 
tions, and will admir of nothing, tho. never fo rea-' 
ſonable and convincing , if their dull Capacities 
cannot'reach ir. The third forr are ſach as have been 
inſtrumental in the tenſlaving their Country,and are a- 
fraid if chey be called-o an Account, they may be. 
broughr co ſuffer Condign Pumſhment ; if ſuch can- 
not-ſueceed in their Defign, they at leaſt hope to be 
overlookt in a General Confuſion, fo they have no- 
thing-unefſayed that may tend to their own ſafety ; 
and if Heaven fail them , they ſummon Hel to their 
Aid; nor thar Love ro their Prince, but meer Am- 
bition and Intereft, drive theſe Criminals to ſuch Ar- 
rempts, neither are they much ro blame, if they are 
at ſuch pains ro ſow Divifions among us ; Bur no 


Perſon of 37+ and Judgment, nor any Good Man that 


ierruly Proteſtant, 'and minds the good of his Coun- 
try, Will ſuffer himſelf ro be fo groſly impoſed on by 
ſuch” Firebrands, who would build their Future Ima- 
gimary Greatneſs on the Ruine of Our Religion, Laws, 
and Country. 
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